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MESSAGE FROM THE CORONER 
 

The coroner is guided by Wyoming state statute, 
independent of physicians, hospitals or other insti-
tutions, attorneys or funeral homes.  The coroner 
respectfully serves the deceased by collaboratively 
investigating the death with law enforcement agen-
cies and consulting with specialized medical per-
sonnel to obtain facts about the decedent and sur-
rounding events leading up to the death.  The ulti-
mate responsibility of the coroner is to determine 
the manner of death and the cause of death 

Connie Jacobson, RN 
Natrona County Coroner 
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Connie Jacobson, RN, BSN, MHA 
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Wayne Reynolds 

Chief Deputy Coroner 



   Information Guide for Families:  Questions & Answers 
Why is the coroner’s office involved 
with this death? 
 
     The coroner’s office is an office that is 
run by an elected official.  By state statute 
the coroner’s office has jurisdiction over cer-
tain deaths in order to determine the cause 
and manner of death.  The following would 
be examples of cases that the coroner’s of-
fice would look into: 
 Sudden, unexpected deaths  
 Deaths of persons who have not been seen 

by a physician within the last sixty (60) days 
 Any death determined to be a health hazard 
 Any violent deaths (homicide, suicide) 
 Any deaths that are the result of an accident 
 Any unusual or unexplained deaths 
 Any deaths suspicious of violence 
 Any hospital death where the original  
      admission involved any of the above.  
  
When will my loved one be released 
from the coroner’s office? 
 
     The body will be released to the funeral 
home of the family's choice following the 
coroner’s exam to determine the cause and 
manner of death.   If there is sufficient medi-
cal history along with sufficient explanation  
surrounding the death and if there is no evi-
dence of foul play, the body will be released 
to the funeral home that your family has cho-
sen.  If, however, there is any evidence of 
foul play or if the circumstances of the death 
that thought to be unusual, an autopsy is 
usually performed to determine the cause 
and manner of death.  
 
 

   Viewing and visitation are then permitted 
by the funeral home.  If the family wants an 
autopsy they may contact a private patholo-
gist for a private autopsy.  There is a fee for 
private autopsies.  There is no charge to a 
family if a coroner’s forensic autopsy is per-
formed. Autopsies will not prevent a family 
from having an open-casket funeral or inter-
fere with viewing of the deceased in a nor-
mal manner.  Once the body leaves the juris-
diction of the coroner’s office, your commu-
nication should take place with the funeral 
home. .    
NOTE: The decision to perform an autopsy rests with the  
coroner’s office.  Family objections may be noted, but an autopsy 
may be required due to statute or investigative purposes 

 
 Are autopsies always performed in 
coroner’s cases? 
    No.  Autopsies are not always needed if 
the manner and cause of death can be deter-
mined by the coroner with evidence through 
investigations.  A coroner investigator and 
law enforcement gather the information con-
cerning the circumstances of a death, in-
cluding medical and social history.   
 
How do I obtain a copy of  the death 
certificate? 
     Death certificates are never issued by the 
coroner’s office.  You may request a copy 
from the funeral home where arrangements 
are made. 

Will my loved one still be able to par-
ticipate in the Anatomical Gift Act and 
be a donor? 
 
Yes. What a more appropriate venue than the 
Coroner’s Office to promote organ, tissue and 
cornea donations as gifts of life.  As a forensic 
nurse the coroner is dedicated in promoting 
and facilitating organ and tissue donation.  
Our office is committed to carrying out a per-
son’s wishes to be a lifesaving donor.  
Through our partnership with Donor Alliance 
and Rocky Mountain Lions Eye Bank , we 
make donation an option for the families that 
we serve.  
What do I do now? 
A lot of information will be shared with you 
and your family. You will need to make sev-
eral decisions.  The following is a suggested 
list to help guide you and your loved ones: 
 
1. Determine who the legal next of kin is to 

make decisions on the decedent’s behalf. 
2. You will need to select a funeral home to as-

sist you in making funeral arrangements  and 
to coordinate the final disposition of your 
loved one’s remains. 

3. Once you have chosen a funeral home, the 
funeral director will make arrangements to 
pick up and transport your loved one’s re-
mains back  to the funeral home following our 
examination. 

4. Finally, remember to check in on yourself.  
Stress can come into one’s life quickly and 
unexpectedly.  Do not be afraid to use re-
sources available to you in your community 

 
 The Natrona County Coroner’s office wel-
comes and asks that you contact us with any 
questions you may have. 
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